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T THE Bell System exhibits at 
the New York and San Fran- 
cisco Fairs, hearing tests have 

been given to a large number of 
visitors.* When the exhibits were 
planned it was evident that in the 
interests of both uniformity and 
economy the tests should be carried 
forward by mechanism. Accordingly, 
equipment was designed to employ 
phonograph records as the source of 
sound and a crossbar switch to make 
the necessary changes in volume. 
Eighteen similar units of this sort 
were installed in New York and four 
in San Francisco. 

Two kinds of hearing tests are used, 

*Recorp, December, 1939, p. 98. 
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Hearing-Test 
Machines at the 
World’s Fairs 


By F. A. COLES 


Commercial Products Development 


a “Words” and a “Tones” 
test. In both, a group of seven 
visitors are seated in separate 
sound-proof booths, each 
equipped with a telephone re- 
ceiver over which the instruc- 
tions and tests are given. The 
“Words” test consists of two 
series of two-digit numbers, 
which become progressively 
fainter in steps of from 3 to 6 
db until they can no longer be 
heard by the average person. 
The number of two-digit fig- 
ures heard correctly indicates 
the acuity of the listener’s 
hearing. Similarly, in the 
“Tones” test the listener hears 
five series of single-frequency tones 
one octave apart, beginning at 440 
cycles. Each series consists of one, 
two or three tone pulses and each 
succeeding series is sounded from 6 to 
10 db fainter than the previous one 
until the pulses are too faint to be 
heard. 

A reliable and economical method 
of giving high-quality audiometer 
tests to large groups of people was at- 
tained by recording the words and 
sounds on “‘hill and dale” disc records 
and reproducing them with a stand- 
ard high-gain amplifier. The record- 
ings were made at a constant level 
and attenuation is introduced by 
switching resistance networks or pads 
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into the system between the amplifier 
and the listeners’ receivers. This pro- 
vides a flexible method of adjusting 
the attenuation and prevents record 
scratch or noise originating in the 
amplifying system* from disturbing 
the listener, particularly for very faint 
sounds. The pads are mounted on a 
crossbar switch, each point of which 
corresponds to a chosen attenuation. 
The crossbar contacts are closed by a 
selector switch, which is operated in 
turn from a cam geared to the turn- 
table. A notch on the edge of the 
record fixes its position on the turn- 
table and synchronizes it with the 
crossbar switch. 

To provide the attendants with full 
information and control of the ma- 
chines, each one is equipped with a 
remote-control starting mechanism, 
an automatic stop, and signal lamp 
circuits to indicate the operating posi- 
tion at all times. When the starting 
button is operated an auxiliary motor 
lifts the pickup from the record and 
places it at the starting point. The 
turntable and synchronized mechan- 
ism are then started automatically. 
At the end of the test, the turntable is 
stopped automatically and a “ready” 
lamp is lighted to signify preparedness 


for another test. During the test, an 
“in progress” lamp is lighted in each 
of the hearing booths. 

The machines are enclosed in steel 
cabinets with hinged doors, both front 
and rear, for accessibility. The upper 
part is a compartment sealed to pre- 
vent dust from accumulating on the 
record and on contact surfaces of the 
synchronizing cams, selectors and 
crossbar units. In the lower section 
are mounted an amplifier, a rectifier 
unit and other power apparatus. At 
the New York Fair, eighteen ma- 
chines were installed in the equip- 
ment room and in San Francisco, four 
machines were used. Previously a 
laboratory model had been placed in 
the museum of Science and Industry 
in New York City for field trial. A 
photograph of one of the cabinets is 
shown on the opposite page. 

The output level of the machines is 
checked carefully each day with a 
special test record and the trans- 
mission efficiency of all receivers is 
measured at frequent periodic inter- 
vals to ensure accuracy. 

With these machines the hearing of 
over 1,500,000 visitors was tested dur- 
ing 1939 at the Bell System exhibits of 
New York and San Francisco Fairs. 


4 


OOO 


Terminal Circuits for the J Carrier System 


By R. A. LECONTE 
Carrier Telephone Circuit Development 


HE terminal circuits of a car- 

rier system have as their essen- 

tial function the translation 
of the voice-frequency signals origi- 
nated by the subscriber into signals 
occupying the frequency position 
selected for transmission over the line, 
and of retranslating the received 
carrier signals back to voice frequen- 
cies. The J carrier system, applicable 
to open-wire lines, utilizes frequencies 
from 36 to 143 kc, and in this band 
provides twelve channels in each di- 
rection, those for one direction occu- 
pying a 48-kc band width in the 
range between 36 and 84 kc, and 
those for the other, a 48-kc band 
between 92 and 143 kc. 

Instead of shifting each voice chan- 
nel by one stage of modulation to the 
frequency location it will occupy on 
the line, three modulating steps are 
employed. Like the other broad-band 
systems*—the K system for cablest 


*Recorb, April, 1937, p. 242. 
tRecorp, April, 1938, p. 260. 


and the coaxial system*—the J sys- 
tem uses twelve channels that have 
been placed in the band from 60 to 
108 ke by the channel modulators.+ 
This twelve-channel group is then 
modulated as a unit in two steps to 
place it in the proper frequency posi- 
tion for transmission over the line. At 
the receiving end, a similar pair of 
group modulations brings the twelve 
channels to the 60-108-ke band, and 
the channel demodulators then split 
them back into the twelve voice- 
frequency bands. 

Two modulating stages are re- 
quired to place a channel group into 
either of the transmission bands, be- 
cause the group band from 60 to 108 
ke overlaps the two transmission 
bands of the J system, which are 36 to 
84 and 92 to 143. The first stage of 
modulation, with a carrier of 340 kc, 
shifts the 60-108-kc channel group to 
frequencies well above the final bands, 


*Recorp, May, 1937, p. 274. 
tRecorp, May, 1938, p. 315. 
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Fig. 1—Four frequency allocations are provided for the J2 system 
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and gives a wide separation between 
the wanted sideband and most of the 
undesired modulation products, which 
can then be more easily suppressed. 
A band filter selects the upper side- 
band of this first modulation, which 
extends from 400 to 448 kc. The car- 
rier selected for the second group 
modulation then determines not only 
the frequency shift down to line fre- 
quencies but also the 
manner in which the 
channels are placed on 
the line. In the J1 sys- 


12 VOICE 


10 OTHER 
CHANNELS CHANNELS 


543-ke carrier for the sa allocation, 
the channel group positions on the 
line become 93 to 141 and 95 to 143 kc 
respectively, the channels being in 
direct frequency relation to the voice 
channels. The modulation scheme for 
east-to-west transmission is indicated 
in Figure 2 for the na allocation, and a 
block schematic of an east terminal of 
the Na type is given in Figure 3. 


tem only a single fre- 
quency allocation is 
provided and, as a 


CHANNEL MODULATION 
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result, only one car- 
rier See each direction 
of transmission is re- 


quired for the addi- 


or 
re) 


CARRIER 


FIRST GROUP MODULATION 


tional modulating step. ° = 

Four frequency al- 
locations are provided 
for the J2 system, as 
already described.* 
They are designated the NA, NB, sA, 
and sB allocations, and are shown in 
Figure 1. For west-to-east transmis- 
sion in the NA and NB allocations, a 
484-kc carrier places the channel group 
between 36 and 84 kc. For the sa and 
sB allocations, on the other hand, the 
group is still brought between 36 and 
84 kc but a 364-ke carrier is em- 
ployed, and the channels are placed 
on the line in inverted frequency 
relation—the lower line frequencies 
of any channel corresponding to the 
higher voice frequencies. For the east- 
to-west direction, a 308-kc carrier in 
the second group modulator, for the 
NA allocation, and a 306 kc for the sB 
allocation, places the group between 
g2 to 140 or 94 to 142 kc respectively 
with inverted channels. With a 541-kc 
carrier for the NB allocation and a 

*RecorD, April, 1940, p. 226. 
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Fig. 2—Modulating scheme for east-west transmission of an 


NA J2 carrier system 


At the receiving end, group de- 
modulators shift the line frequencies 
in exactly reverse fashion. The carrier 
of the first stage of group demodula- 
tion being the same as that of the 
second group modulator at the distant 
transmitting end, while the second 
demodulation uses the 340-ke carrier 
which is common to both directions 
of transmission and to all frequency 
allocations. All these group frequen- 
cies are harmonically derived from the 
4-kc fundamental used to generate 
the carriers for the channel modems— 
either directly or after modulaton 
with a 5-ke source. The carrier gen- 
erators and the distributing circuits 
for the channel carriers have already 
been described in the Recorp.* The 
production and distribution of the 
seven group-carrier frequencies will 


*May, 1938, p. 315; Fuly, 1938, p. 364. 
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be described in a forthcoming article. 
Before the channel group goes 
through the various processes that 
will place it on the line in the proper 
frequency range and at the proper 
level, pilot-channel signals are added 
to it. These signals are used for auto- 
matic control of the gains of the re- 
peaters along the line and at the 
distant terminal. The J1 system em- 
ploys a single pilot for each direction, 
located approximately in the middle 
of the band. With the J2 system, 
however, which was designed for a 
greater range and flexibility of regu- 
lation, two pilots are employed for 
each direction, one at the lower and 
one at the upper end of the band, con- 
trolling independently the flat and 
slope gains. 
~ For the west-to-east direction, 64- 
and 104-ke pilot signals, coinciding 
with the carrier frequencies of chan- 
nels 12 and 2 respectively of the 
channel group, are introduced. These 
signals, after the frequency shifts in 


VOICE- 


the two stages of group modulation, 
appear on the line at 40 and 80 ke for 
all west-to-east frequency allocations, 
although because of the inverted fre- 
quency relation referred to above, the 
40-kc line pilot corresponds to the 
104-ke terminal signal for the Na and 
NB, and to the 64-kc signal in the 
case of sa and sB systems. It is essen- 
tial to prevent frequencies sufficiently 
near the pilots from coming through 
the pickoff selective filters and inter- 
fering with the operation of the pilot 
control. This is done, at west termi- 
nals, by inserting—ahead of the 
point where the pilots are introduced 
—a band-elimination filter presenting 
suppression peaks at 64 and 104 kc, 
which suppress not only the carrier 
leaks of channels 2 and 12 but also 
low channel frequencies which may 
result from various signaling pulses. 

In the east-to-west direction, in 
order to obtain the same line pilots 
for all 4 frequency allocations despite 
their different frequency shifts, it is 
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necessary to select two 
frequencies outside the 
channel group, 92 and 
143 ke. This allows the 
use of the same pick- 
off circuits for all fre- 
quency allocations, so 
that the repeaters are 
the same on all sys- 
tems. Because of the 
various frequency 
shifts involved in the 
group modulation for 
the different east-to- 
west frequency alloca- 
tions, four frequencies, 
58, 60, 109 or 111 ke, 
are required to obtain 
g2 kc on the line, but 
the same terminal fre- 
quencies can also be 
used for the production of 143 ke. 
Thus only two sets of terminal fre- 
quencies are required for the two 
pilots of the four east-to-west allo- 
cations, §8 and 109 kc for the nB and 
sB allocation, and 60 and 111 ke for 
the Na and sa allocations. This simpli- 
fies the pilot supply. No interference 
with pilot operation by carrier leaks 
or low channel frequencies is to be 
expected for east-to-west transmis- 
sion, because the pilots at their 
nearest point—g2 kc for the nB and 


Fig. s—Group 


COPPER-OXIDE UNIT 


OUTPUT 


Fig. 4—Simplified schematic of copper- 
oxide modulator used for group modulation 
in the J carrier-telephone system 
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GROUP CARRIER 


modulator and intermediate amplifier panel 
for the J2 system 


143 for the sB allocations—are 1 ke 
from the carrier outside the channel 
band. A band-elimination filter is still 
inserted ahead of the group modu- 
lator, however, to provide additional 
suppression to the channel carrier 
leaks. Otherwise these steady tones 
reaching the line might be induced in 
adjacent systems of different alloca- 
tions appearing as I-, 2- or 3-kc 
steady tones of sufficient magnitude 
to be disturbing. 

Pilot-supply oscillators with distri- 
bution busses for the supply of any 
one of the three pairs of required pilot 
signals, 64 and 104, 58 and 10g, and 
60 and 111 kc, are mounted in the 
same bay as the carrier generator and 
channel carrier-frequency busses. 

Group modulation is very simply 
obtained with a double-balanced cop- 
per-oxide modulator as indicated in 
Figure 4. This modulator, when con- 
trolled by a carrier of high power as 
compared to the signal, acts as a 
double-pole double-throw switch op- 
erating at the carrier rate. The input 
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coil of the first group modulator in the 
J2 system is actually a hybrid coil. 
The channel signals are introduced 
through one set of terminals, while the 
conjugate terminals are used for the 
introduction of the pilot signals. 

At the output of the band filter fol- 
lowing the first group modulator, the 
signal has reached a low level, and to 
maintain a_ satisfactory signal-to- 
noise ratio, amplification is introduced 
between the band-pass filter and the 
second group modulator. Beyond the 
second group modulator is a low-pass 
filter that separates the desired lower 
sideband from the other modulation 
products. This filter, together with 
the two group modulators and the 
intermediate amplifier, is mounted 
on a single panel as shown in Figure 
5. At the lower right of the front of 
this panel—shown in the lower part 
of the upper photograph—a jack is 
provided for filament activity tests.* 
These tests may be made while the 
amplifier is in service. 

*REcorD, June, 1939, Pp. 316. 


After the twelve-channel group has 
been placed in the frequency location 
desired for line transmission, its level 
must be raised to provide a Satis- 
factory signal-to-noise level in the 
open-wire repeater section. The am- 
plifier employed is very similar to the 
line amplifiers used at the repeater 
stations, except that it is equalized to 
give flat transmission. The output of 
this amplifier is delivered to the line 
through the directional filters, which 
separate the frequencies for the two 
directions of transmission. The level 
differences between outgoing and in- 
coming frequencies can be much 
greater in J2 thanin J1 systems. As the 
directional filters were developed for 
Ji, additional discrimination between 
wanted and unwanted frequencies is 
required for J2 systems. This is ob- 
tained at an east terminal by a sup- 
plementary high-pass filter in the 
transmitting branch and an auxiliary 
band-pass filter in the receiving side. 
The supplementary filter is required 
only at an east terminal; together 
with the directional 


Fig. 6—Group demodulator and auxiliary a panel 


for the J2 system 
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filters, it prevents un- 
wanted modulation 
products of the second 
group modulator in the 
36 to 84-kc range from 
appearing in the re- 
ceiving branch as near- 
end crosstalk. At a 
west terminal an auxil- 
iary high-pass filter is 
used in the receiving 
branch. Distortion in- 
troduced by these and 
other terminal filters 
is corrected by devi- 
ation equalizers. 

The receiving ter- 
minal consists of sim- 
ilar equipment but ar- 
ranged to modulate in 
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the opposite order so 

as to translate the line 

frequencies to those of 

the channel modems. 

The first group demod- 

ulator in an NA east 

terminal employs a 

carrier of 484 to ob- 

tain a lower sideband 

of 400 to 448 ke from 

the transmitted line 

band of 36 to 84 kc. A 

band filter then sepa- 

rates the lower side- 

band and passes it to 

the second demodu- 

lator, where the 340-kc 

carrier provides a lower — 
sideband from 60 to 

108 ke. A low-pass filter then sepa- 
rates this band from the unwanted 
frequencies, and an amplifier brings 
the level of the signal—reduced by 
passage through the demodulators 
and filters—to the desired level for 
the input to the channel modems. As 
at the transmitting terminal, the two 
demodulators, the low-pass filter, and 
the amplifier are mounted on a single 
panel shown in Figure 6. 

Ahead of the first demodulator in 
the receiving side is the regulating 
amplifier that automatically brings 
the level of the signal up to the proper 
value for the input of the first de- 
modulator. This amplifier, together 
with its equalizing networks and 
regulating condensers, compensates 
for the attenuation changes—variable 
both with time and with frequency— 
which transmission over the preceding 
section of open-wire line has inflicted 
on the signals. The amount of gain is 
varied automatically under control 
of the two pilot frequencies. These are 
taken off at the output of the ampli- 
fier just ahead of the channel modems 
through a hybrid output transformer. 
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Fig. 7—Supplementary amplifier for the J2 system 


Under extreme weather conditions, 
it is possible in the J2 system to extend 
the range of regulation by patching in 
an additional amount of fixed gain, or 
equalization, or both at the same 
time. This is supplied by a two-stage 
supplementary amplifier and equali- 
zation equipment shown in Figure 7. 

Despite its apparent complexity, 
this twelve-channel terminal is easy 
to maintain. This is due in no small 
part to the simplicity and stability of 
copper-oxide modulators and to the 
harmonic production of carriers from 
a single source. Because of this in- 
herent reliability, jacks for main- 
tenance and patching are provided 
only at two points in the carrier part 
of the terminal: between the channel 
and the group circuits, and between 
the group circuits and the line equip- 
ment. The operating experience al- 
ready obtained with type J systems 
indicates that these new broad-band 
systems not only afford a convenient 
and economical means of obtaining 
additional circuits on certain open- 
wire lines, but at the same time pro- 
vide a high grade of service. 
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Telephone Facilities for Airport 
Trafic Control 


By C. W. HALLIGAN 
Local Central Office Facilities 


N RECENT years the United 

States Civil Aeronautics Authority 

has established a number of control 
offices at the larger airports of the 
country to codrdinate more effec- 
tively the rapidly increasing air-line 
traffic. These offices, known as airway 
traffic-control centers, not only regu- 
late the inward and outward move- 
ment of planes at the local airport, but 
also control traffic at other airports 
within the control area, which aver- 
ages 1,200 miles of civil airways, and 
follow and regulate as necessary in the 
interest of safety all aircraft flying 
within the control area. They must 
thus be in constant communication 
with a number of points at the local 
airport, such as the dispatchers’ 
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offices of the various air lines, the 
control tower, the Weather Bureau 
station, and any Army or Navy air 
station that may be located at the 
airport. In addition they must be able 
to communicate with other airports 
in the area, and have access to the 
local PBX board in the airport and to 
the nearest central office. 

To meet the needs of these control 
centers, special features are required 
which are not available in the ordi- 
nary intercommunicating arrange- 
ments furnished for Bell System use. 
Until recently these facilities were 
designed and provided locally to 
meet the specific needs of each control 
point. This practice resulted in con- 
siderable variation in the arrange- 
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ments used at different control offices, 
and recently the Civil Aeronautics 
Authority in collaboration with repre- 
sentatives of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and Bell 
Telephone Laboratories have re- 
viewed the general requirements with 
a view to standardizing arrangements 
that would provide the special fea- 
tures required and be flexible enough 
for use in all the control offices located 
throughout the country. 

As a result of these discussions, a 
new key equipment was designed at 
the Laboratories and placed on trial 
in the airways traffic-control office at 
the Newark Airport. It satisfactorily 
met the general requirements of the 
Civil Aeronautics Authority, and was 
standardized as the 102A key equip- 
ment. It is based on the 101 type key 
equipment already described in the 
Recorp,* and to a large extent uses 
the same key and lamp equipment. A 
number of circuit modifications were 
needed, however, to meet the special 
requirements encountered. 

In a large airport where an airways 
traffic-control office would be located, 
there would be a number of com- 
mercial air lines, each with its dis- 
patcher’s office, a control tower for the 
airport from which the arrival and de- 
parture of planes is controlled, an air- 
port PBX, and a local Weather 
Bureau station. The control office 
would require lines to all these points 
and to the nearest central office, and 
also would require lines to other air- 
ports in the area under its jurisdiction, 
including any military airdromes of 
considerable activity. A typical ar- 
rangement might be as_ indicated 
schematically in Figure 1. In addition 
to the ordinary telephone facilities, 
conference service is required over the 
lines from the control office to the 

* August, 1937, p. 370. 
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dispatchers’ offices and to the control 
tower to permit close codperation. 

In the traffic-control offices, there 
will be a number of key equipment 
positions, and in general all of the 
lines will be multipled to all of them. 
However, one or more of the key 
equipments may be for use by super- 
visors, and for this service the equip- 
ment is arranged so that the super- 
visor may connect his telephone set 
to any of the other positions, and hear 
the conversation going on or take 
part in it. None of the incoming lines 
terminate at the supervisors’ positions. 

An arrangement for a typical con- 


a AIR LINE CO. LINES TO OTHER | 
| DISPATCHERS’ AIRPORTS 
| OFFICE 
CONTROL 
WEATHER 
(©) BUREAU 
| NON- 
| CONFERENCE CONFERENCE 
| LINES LINES 
| 102A KEY EQUIPMENT 
AIRWAYS TRAFFIC 
| PRIVATE CONTROL OFFICE EEE 
| BRANCH TO CENTRAL 
EXCHANGE OFFICE 
AIRPORT 


Fig. 1—Diagram indicating points with 
which the 1024 key equipment provides 
communication 


trol office is indicated in Figure 2. 
Prominent in such an office is a map 
table on which a record is kept of all 
plane movements on the airways in 
the control area, and a flight-progress 
board used to record the positions of 
all planes in flight together with coded 
reports regarding weather conditions, 
altitude, etc., as received from the 
planes. Facing the flight-progress 
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board are attendants assigned pri- 
marily to the actual control of flights 
within the control area. At the com- 
munication desks are the attendants 
concerned primarily with routine com- 
munications to and from the distant 
airports located in the same area. 


SUPERVISOR'S 
POSITION (TYPE 1) 


CONTROL POSITIONS 
(TYPE 1) 


G@ 


COMMUNICATIONS assisTANT 


MAP N (TYP! 
TABLE POSITION ( £2) 


D J 


COMMUNICATIONS 
OESK 


WRITERS 


TELETYPE 
DESK 


MANAGER 


FLIGHT-SEQUENCE 
BOARD 


PLATFORM 


used at the flight-progress board at 
Newark. Each line key has access to 
two lines, and in the first unit there is 
a key used for flashing or ringing in 
one position and for holding in the 
other. It is common to all the lines 
terminating in the position. Each line 
key controls two lines 
—being moved up for 
one line and down for 
another. Line lamps 
and supervisory lamps 
are associated with the 
key positions corre- 
sponding to conference 
type lines and lines to 
distant airports, and 
line lamps and holding 
lamps are associated 
—4| with the key position 
corresponding to cen- 
tral-office or PBX 
lines and local non- 
conference lines. 

To provide confer- 
ence service, the lower 
||| positions of the keys 
are wired in a multiple 
arrangement so that 
any number of lines 
connected to the lower 


» positions may be con- 
nected to the tele- 


ASST MANAGER 


phone set at the same 


Fig. 2—Typical layout for an airways traffic-control office. 
A photograph of the arrangements at the Newark office is 
shown at the head of this article 


In outward appearance, the 102A 
key equipment is very similar to the 
101 type already described in the 
Recorp.*}The key equipments em- 
ploy ten-line key units which may be 
assembled in groups of from one to 
four. Figure 3 shows a three-unit as- 
sembly, with only two units installed, 

* August, 1937, P- 370 
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time. The upper posi- 
tions, however, are 
connected in series, and 
are used for the non- 
conference lines. The 
multipled lower positions are con- 
nected at the end of the upper series 
chain, so that while all the lower-posi- 
tion lines could be connected to- 
gether for a conference, the operation 
of any one of the keys to the upper 
positions would connect the tele- 
phone set to that line and disconnect 
it from all the lower-position lines. 
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that station is con- 
nected to the line. An 
incoming call to the 
key equipment is al- 
ways announced by a 
flashing line lamp and 
by the operation of a 
common audible sig- 
nal. On the lines to 
distant airports and on 
the conference lines, 
the circuits are ar- 
ranged so that the 
supervisory lamps will 


Fig. 3—Two of the 102A key equipments installed in a three- light at all of the key 


unit assembly at Newark 


The supervisors’ positions are simi- 
lar in appearance to the others, but 
the upper and lower positions of the 
keys are for talking and monitoring, 
and not for choosing one of two lines. 
There is a key for each of the other 
positions in the office and only one 
lamp—to indicate when the position 
is busy—is used for each key. 

The operation of the 102A 
key equipment on central-of- 
fice and PBX lines is identical 


with that of the key 


equipment. On all local inter- 


communicating lines, calls are ae 


originated at the key equip- 
ment by operating the com- 


mon ringing key. With con- = 


ference lines, any number may 


be rung simultaneously by thee 


throwing their respective keys 
and operating the common 
ringing key. On the lines to 
distant airports, a call is 
originated by voice; the dis- 
tant stations are equipped 
with loud speakers bridged 


equipment positions to 

indicate an incoming 
call, or they may be arranged so that 
the distant station may dial a digit to 
select only the supervisory lamp at a 
given position. This dialing feature 
enables the distant station to select 
the particular position handling the 
type of traffic in which he is interested, 
and is of particular value in the larger 
airports where the traffic in different 


across the line at all times, and Fig. 4—In Newark, two of the apparatus cabinets 
the loud speaker at a given are required because of the large number of lines and 


station is disconnected when 


june 1940 


positions that are needed for this airport 
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directions is handled by different at- 
tendants. On conference-type lines 
the supervisory lamps also serve to 
indicate which stations have an- 
swered when a number of them have 
been rung simultaneously by the at- 
tendant. After a call has been an- 
swered, or when a line is busy on an 
outgoing call, the line lamp will light 
steadily as a busy signal. An inter- 
mittent buzzer signal is furnished on 
incoming calls on all except confer- 
ence-type lines, and a separate buzzer 
with a distinctive tone is employed for 
the lines to distant airports to distin- 
guish these calls from others. On the 
conference-type lines, the buzzer sig- 
nal follows the switchhook at the dis- 
tant station so that calls on these lines 
may be distinguished from others. 
As with the 101 type key equip- 
ment, the incoming lines may be mul- 


tipled to as many as twelve positions 
although present requirements indi- 
cate that the control offices will rarely 
require more than four positions. The 
relay equipment for the incoming 
lines, the attendants’ telephone cir- 
cuits, and the common circuits re- 
quired for the installation are all ar- 
ranged for mounting in standard 
metal apparatus cabinets as shown in 
Figure 4. A regulated battery power 
plant, which maintains the battery 
supply voltage within the limits of 
twenty to twenty-five volts to insure 
satisfactory transmission on confer- 
ence connections, is also furnished in 
a steel apparatus cabinet. 
Installations of the 102A key equip- 
ment are now in operation to serve 
thirteen control areas in the country. 
Additional control offices will be pro- 
vided with this equipment in 1940. 
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A Wiping Solder With Improved 


Handling Characteristics 


By EARLE E. SCHUMACHER 
Associate Research Metallurgist 


HE large lead sleeves that go 
over splices in telephone cable 
are joined to the sheath by 
“wiping” solder, so named in descrip- 
tion of the manner in which it is ap- 
plied. The splicer first pours molten 
solder over the areas to be covered, to 
heat them to a temperature at which 
the solder will wet them. He then 
catches some of the semi-molten mass 
of solder in a cloth and wipes or molds 
it into place. To anyone watching, it 
seems a simple enough operation; 
however, it requires considerable skill 
on the part of the splicer and an 
exacting balance among the proper- 
ties of the solder. For instance, the 
satisfactory solder should melt and 
handle at temperatures below those of 
the parts to be joined otherwise holes 
would be melted in those parts. This 
property is secured by alloying lead 
with tin. Such an alloy has the two 
further properties of readily wetting 
lead when hot, and of being about as 
strong when cool. As a lead-tin alloy 
cools, part of it solidifies while the 
rest is liquid, and it is during that 
“mushy” period that the splicer 
forms the mass with his wiping cloths. 
The period should be reasonably long 
and during it the tendency for the 
joint to drain liquid metal or break 
apart should be a minimum. Finally 
there should be no undue oxidation at 
the higher temperatures sometimes 
encountered in practice. 
With this knowledge of the require- 
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ments, it would appear at first sight 
that the quest for a better solder 
would be simple: merely produce an 
alloy which retains or improves upon 
the present desirable properties of 
lead-tin while eliminating those that 
are objectionable. The fact is that this 
task proved to be extremely difficult, 
and comprehensive experimentation 
was necessary. An interesting story 
could be told about the different alloys 
that were made during this study: 
how one added element affected one 
property and another another. It is 
sufficient to say that an alloy was 
finally developed whose properties 
closely approximate those sought. 
The new solder has a nominal com- 
position of 37.25 per cent tin, 0.10 
per cent arsenic and the balance lead. 
This addition of arsenic would seem to 
be a small quantity to effect such a 
modification in properties, were it not 
that researches of recent years have 
shown how much the properties of 
metals and alloys can be changed by 
additions of small quantities of other 
metals. Metallurgical theory indicates 
that the added arsenic combines with 
tin to form a high melting compound, 
probably Sn;Ase. This compound is 
the first material to freeze out from 
the melt and provides a very large 
number of small nuclei around which 
the lead-rich solid solution deposits, 
forming a correspondingly large num- 
ber of crystallites. Without this seed- 
ing action of the arsenic compound, 
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standard solder commences to crys- 
tallize at relatively fewer locations 
and thus a given amount of solidified 
material is distributed as coarser 
crystallites, fewer in number. Since 


Above, a 38-62 per cent wiping solder, cooled 
slowly, sectioned and etched. Below, the 
same alloy with 0.1 per cent arsenic added 


the finer crystallites in the new solder 
have a relatively greater ratio of 
surface area to volume and, being 
much smaller, pack more closely, there 
is appreciably less tendency for drain- 
age of liquid metal. This source of 
leaky joints is therefore minimized. 
Since less total solid phase is re- 
quired in the new alloy to retain the 
liquid solder, molding of the joint can 
be commenced sooner and since finer 
grains are formed the mass does not 


become solid as soon, thus permitting 
manipulation to continue longer, 
Some splicers who have used the new 
solder refer to it as having a “buttery” 
or “velvety” feel during its manipu- 
lation, another way of saying that it 
is extremely moldable. An analogue 
may make this behavior clearer. Ordi- 
nary solders when partially solidified 
may be compared to a coarse sand 
and water mixture, the lead-rich 
crystallites, which separate out on 
freezing, corresponding to the sand 
particles, and the liquid metal to the 
water. The arsenic-bearing solder on 
the other hand may be compared to 
modeling clay whose solid phase is in 
a very fine state of subdivision. Mod- 
eling clay as is well known is much 
superior to a sand-water mixture in 
moldability. With the arsenic-bearing 
solder the forming period is increased 
and in addition the formability is im- 
proved. Both of these features are a 
direct consequence of the finer texture. 

The tendency of ordinary solders to 
easy oxidation has already been men- 
tioned. The tendency of the new 
solder to oxidize even at temperatures 
appreciably higher than _ ordinary 
working temperature is small. This 
facilitates the wiping operation. 

To determine whether any health 
hazard was involved in using the new 
solder, an investigation was made to 
determine whether arsenic or arsenic 
compounds volatilize from this alloy 
under the conditions encountered in 
practice. The result was negative, 
showing that no hazard is introduced 
by substituting the arsenic-bearing 
solder for standard solder. 


NEWS AND PICTUR 
OF THE MONTH 


E. A. Nesbitt measures with a permeameter the properties of permanent- 
magnet materials 
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News of the Month 


CoLLoguiuM 


AT THE APRIL 15 meeting of the Colloquium, 
Professor A. F. Spilhaus of New York Uni- 
versity discussed Weather Forecasting. He gave 
an account of some of the modern developments 
in meteorology and their application to weather 
analysis and forecasting. The concepts of 
“‘air-masses” and “fronts,” which have im- 
portant applications in the techniques of present- 
day weather forecasting, were discussed and their 
connection with the wave theory of the atmos- 
phere elucidated. The talk was illustrated by 
slides depicting the various methods which are 
used in routine up-to-date forecasting. 

At the next meeting, held on April 29, Dr. 
Rudolph Schoenheimer spoke on The Use of 
Stable Isotopes for the Study of Animal Metab- 
olism. The elements of organic constituents of 
animals and plants contain carbon, nitrogen, 
and hydrogen. The concentration of the heavy 
elements deuterium and N’° by Urey and collabo- 
rators has made possible the direct investigation 
of the fate of fats, sterols, proteins, etc., in the 
living and intact animal. The substances to be 
investigated are synthesized in the laboratory in 
such a way that part of their hydrogen or nitro- 
gen is present in the form of the heavy isotope. 
The compounds so obtained are practically in- 
distinguishable from their natural analogues, 
and both are treated indiscriminately by the 
living organism. 

These synthetic compounds are added in small 
amounts to the ordinary diet of laboratory 
animals. After a short period the animals are 
killed, and various organic compounds are 
isolated. By quantitative isotope analysis of 
these isolated substances (with the aid of the 
mass spectrometer) the investigator is able to 
follow the transportation of the food constit- 
uents in the body as well as the occurrence and 
rate of chemical interconversions in the living 
body. A number of biochemical reactions of fats 
and proteins which cannot be observed with any 
other method were discussed. 


News Nores 


Dr. Jewett addressed the annual meeting of 
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States, 
held in Washington on April 30. The subject of 
his talk was The Challenge to Science. 

As Presipent of the National Academy of 
Sciences Dr. Jewett presided over the annual 
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meeting of the Academy that was held from 
April 22 to April 24 in Washington. 

On Apri 20, O. E. Buckley visited Cornell 
University to attend a meeting of its Engi- 
neering College Council. From April 22 to 24 he 
was in Washington for the Annual Meeting of the 
National Academy of Sciences. Dr. Buckley 
then went to Atlanta where he spoke before the 
Georgia section of the A.I.E.E. on the subject, 
Research Activities in Bell Telephone Laboratories, 
He repeated this talk before the Engineers’ Club 
of Birmingham, Alabama, on April 29. 

Dr. Buck ey has been reappointed a member 
of the Council on Applied Physics of the Ameri- 
can Institute of Physics for a term which will 
end with the meeting of the Governing Board 
in March, 1941. 

Tue LasoraTtoriges have been honored indi- 
rectly in the award of the 1939 statuette by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to 
Universal Studios for the quality of its sound 
recording. Universal, like the recipients of the 
nine previous annual awards, is equipped with a 
Western Electric sound system. 

Harvey FLetcuer presented his lecture-dem- 
onstration, Auditory Patterns, at Ohio State Uni- 
versity before the Ohio Academy of Science at 
its fiftieth anniversary meeting held on May 9. 

DurRING THE WEEK of April 25, conventions 
were held in Washington by the American 
Physical Society, the Acoustical Society of 
America, and the American section of the Inter- 
national Scientific Radio Union (U.R.S.I1.) 
meeting jointly with the Institute of Radio 
Engineers. 

Papers presented by members of the Labora- 
tories before the American Physical Society were 
Ultrasonic Velocity and Absorption in Liquids 
by G. W. Willard; Thermistors, Their Charac- 
teristics and Uses by G. L. Pearson; Temperature 
Effects on the Secondary Emission from Pure 
Metals by D. E. Wooldridge; and Rectilinear 
Electron Flow in Beams by J. R. Pierce; before 
the Acoustical Society of America, Apparatus 
for Measuring the Total Sound Power Radiated by 
Small Sources by R. L. Hanson and E. M. 
Boardman; Absolute Sound Pressure Measure- 
ments with Tourmaline by L. J. Sivian; Sound 
Measurement Objectives and Sound Level Meter 
Performance by J. M. Barstow; and Room Noise 
at Subscribers’ Locations by D. F. Seacord; and 
before the joint meeting of the U.R.S.I. and 
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LR.E., Diurnal Variation of Ultra-Short-Wave 
“Optical” -Path Transmission by C. R. Englund, 
A. B. Crawford and W. W. Mumford. 

During the week Harvey Fletcher, W. S. 
Gorton, J. C. Steinberg and L. J. Sivian attended 
committee and subcommittee meetings of the 
American Standards Association committee on 
Acoustical Measurements and Terminology. 
Several other members of the Laboratories also 
attended these conventions. 


SELF-SERVICE STOCKROOM 


IN accCORDANCE with the modern trend in 
merchandising, self-service is being tried out in 
one of the local laboratory stockrooms on the 
thirteenth floor of the Graybar-Varick Building. 
R. H. Wilson is responsible for this plan of opera- 
tion and the details are being carried out by 
E. G. Conover and G. B. Hamm. The new 
method requires a radical change in the way the 
stockroom is arranged. Under the normal system 
the fast-moving items are grouped as near the 
service counter as they can be conveniently 
placed, in order to keep the amount of time and 
effort required by the stockkeeper at a minimum. 
In the self-service stockroom the items are ar- 
ranged by types of material and in systematic 
order so that they may be readily located; it is 


also necessary to display the stock openly and 
make it more readily available by the use of 
direction boards and by clearly marking the 
location of the items. 

On entering the stockroom for material one 
picks up a metal box which has a supply of three- 
item stock requisitions in a special compartment, 
and, with the use of the lid as a writing surface, 
makes out the tickets as he selects the items. 
The main part of the box is used as a container 
for collecting the items needed. A single stock- 
keeper operates the self-service stockroom and 
from his desk, located near the door, checks the 
requisitions with the material withdrawn and as- 
sists the customers in securing the items needed. 

Preliminary studies indicate that by the use of 
this self-service stockroom a saving in the time 
of a person calling for material as well as stock- 
keeping time will result. It is also believed that 
as the engineers become acquainted with many 
more of the 12,000 items carried in the stock- 
rooms they will find this information of assistance 
to them in their work. 

The self-service plan is being carried out with 
the codperation of the Merchandise Department 
under R. E. Merrifield and W. R. Stuart and if 
successful in the present location will be extended 
to the local stockrooms under their control. 


General view of the self-service stockroom on the thirteenth floor of the Graybar-V arick Building 
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O. H. Kopp 


of the Switching Development 

Department completed thirty- 

five years of service in the 
Bell System on May 10 


AT THE May 3 meeting of the Radio Collo- 
quium, held at the Deal Laboratories, C. R. 
Burrows discussed research work that is being 
conducted in an effort to bridge natural barriers 
in multichannel telephone circuits by means of 
an ultra-short-wave repeater link. After the 
meeting a get-together dinner was attended by 
sixty-three engineers from the Deal, Holmdel, 
Whippany and New York lab- 
oratories. Among the guests 
were R. L. Dietzold, R. M. 
Foster and A. J. Grossman 
who have been assisting during 
the past season with a co- 
operative Out-of-Hours Course 
in network theory at Deal. Off- 
cers elected for the 1940-1941 
season of the Radio Collo- 
quium are J. P. Schafer, presi- 
dent, C. F. Edwards, secretary, 
and K. G. Jansky, chairman of 
program committee. 

K. K. Darrow spoke on 
Nuclear Fission at the Annual 
Meeting of the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences, held in Wash- 
ington from April 22 to 24. 

AN ELECTRON MICROSCOPE 
at the RCA laboratories in 
Camden was inspected by 
J. B. Johnson, J. A. Becker, 
C. J. Calbick, J. R. Pierce, 
G. E. Reitter and R. W. Sears. 

J. A. Becker presented a 
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V. W. LancBorcH 
of the Equipment Develop- 
ment Department completed 
thirty-five years of service in 
the Bell System on May § 


W. L. DEIseEL 


of the General Accounting 

Department completed thirty 

years of service in the Bell 
System on May 2 


paper on Electron Microscopes 
and Some of Their Uses before 
the Physics and Chemistry 
seminar at Cornell University, 

A. R. Kemp and F. S. Maiw 
visited the V. L. Smithers 
Laboratories and the B. 
Goodrich Company at Akron 
where they discussed various 
rubber problems. 

PAPERS WERE PRESENTED at 
the meeting of the American 
Chemical Society, held in Cin- 
cinnati from April 8 to 12, by 
C. S. Fuller, C. J. Frosch and 
N. R. Pape on X-Ray Study of 
Polyisobutylene, presented by 
Dr. Fuller; B. S. Biggs on 
Steric Hindrance in Organic 
Solids; and A. R. Kemp, F. S. 
Malm, G. G. Winspear and 
B. Stiratelli on Diffusion of 
Sulfur in Rubber and Its Rela- 
tion to Vulcanization, pre- 
sented by Mr. Kemp. During 
the convention, B. L. Clarke 
was appointed a member of the Standard 
Methods of Analysis Committee. Several other 
members of the Laboratories also attended 
these meetings. 

B. L. Ciarke visited the Avon central office 
of the Cincinnati and Suburban Bell Telephone 
Company to investigate contact noise. 

WHILE 1n CINCINNATI at a symposium on 


ANTONIO FRIGUGLIETTO 
of the Plant Operation De- 
partment completed thirty 
years of service in the Bell 

System on May 28 
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Electrical Insulation Problems, S.O. Morgan pre- 
sented a paper, Relation Between Dielectric Prop- 
erties and Chemical Composition and Physical 
Structure. W. A. Yager was co-author of this 
‘ 

M. D. Ricterink, during the week of April 8, 
attended the convention of the American Ceramic 
Society in Toronto. On the return trip Mr. 
Rigterink visited the Corning (New York) 
Glass Works, Inc. 

C. J. Curistensen and J. R. FIsHEr visited 
the plant of the Exlon Company at Thorold, 
Canada, to discuss silicon carbide. 

A symposium on Internal Rotation at Harvard 
University, April 29 and 30, was attended by 
S. O. Morgan, K. H. Storks, A. H. White and 
W. A. Yager. Mr. Morgan also presented a 
paper, Dielectric Evidence for Internal Rotation. 

H. W. Hermance and H. V. Wap ow set up a 
portable laboratory at Cincinnati to study noise 
on panel-link terminals. In connection with this 
same project Mr. Hermance and T. F. Egan 
visited Evanston, Illinois, Buffalo and Pittsburgh. 

At THE MELLon INstitureE, Pittsburgh, R. R. 
Williams, A. F. Layden, R. L. Towne and W. C. 
Pitman, Jr., investigated methods of providing 
laboratory facilities. 

THe ELecTrocHEMIcAL Society convention 
at Wernersville, Pennsylvania, held from April 
24 to 27, was attended by H. E. Haring, K. G. 
Compton and R. B. Gibney. 

H. E. Ives attended meetings of the American 
Philosophical Society in Philadelphia from April 
18 to 20; of the National Academy of Sciences in 
Washington, April 22 to 24; and of the American 
Physical Society in Washington, from April 
25 to 27. 

B. D. Ho.srook’s and J. T. Drxon’s paper 
entitled Load-Rating Theory for Multichannel 
Amplifiers, which was presented at the A.I.E.E. 
Great Lakes District meeting, was published in 
the May issue of Electrical Engineering. 


C. N. Anperson, at Washington and Balti- 
more, conferred with local telephone people on 
motor vehicle radio-telephone service. 

D. K. Martin spoke on The Western Electric 
Terrain Clearance Indicator before the May 14 
meeting of the Cincinnati section of the I.R.E. 

At THE Hawruorne plant of the Western 
Electric Company, W. A. Bischoff and D. R. 
Brobst discussed wire-insulation problems and 
the design of a wire-coating machine; V. E. Legg 
and J. E. Ranges, the design of loading coil 
cases; E. E. Aldrich, induction coil studies; 
R. G. Watling, economic studies of switching 
apparatus; C. C. Barber, panel switching equip- 
ment; J. G. Ferguson, step-by-step offices ar- 
ranged for multiple registration; H. W. Heim- 
bach and C. A. Collins, crossbar problems; A. J. 
Busch, the development of automatic ticketing 
facilities; and D. A. McLean, chemical problems 
involving the use of chlorinated impregnating 
compounds. 

FonpiLter delivered a lecture to the 
engineering students of the University of Florida 
at Gainesville on the subject, The Scientific 
Attitude and Its Meaning for Engineers. 

S. P. SHACKLETON was one of the three judges 
to determine the best technical paper presented 
before the Fourteenth Annual Student District 
convention of the A.I.E.E. The convention was 
held at Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, on April 25. 

W. A. Biscuorr, at Washington on April 5, 
attended a meeting of the Welding Committee 
of the American Standards Association. This 
meeting was devoted to a discussion of the 
standardization of welding symbols. 

AN EXCHANGE OF personnel was arranged, 
effective May 1, with the Filter Manufacturing 
Planning Department of the Western Electric 
Company at Kearny, whereby D. F. Ciccolella 
of the crystal filter group goes to Kearny for six 
months and G. K. Burns comes to the Labora- 
tories for the same period. 


Durinc THE Montus or MARCH AND APRIL Patents WERE ISSUED TO THE 
FoLLow1nGc MEMBERS OF THE LABORATORIES 


R. R. Andres J. B. Dixon T. S. Huxham G. C. Porter 

A. E. Bachelet H. W. Dudley (2) J. A. Kater K. F. Rodgers 

J. R. Bardsley W. H. Edwards A. P. King S. A. Schelkunoff 

J. F. Barry W. O. Fullerton W. A. Knoop (3) F. J. Singer 

H. S. Black L. A. Gardner C. S. Knowlton A. M. Skellett 

F. E. Blount E. W. Gent W. Y. Lang R. A. Sykes 

A. E. Bowen G. W. Gilman W. A. Marrison G. K. Teal 

D. E. Branson C. S. Gordon W. H. Martin R. V. Terry 

J. T. L. Brown F. Gray (3) W. P. Mason A. C. Thompson 

E. Bruce (2) R. E. Hersey L. E. Milarta V. P. Thorp 

W. J. Clarke W. J. Hill J. B. Newsom A. C. Walker 

R. E. Collis W. H. T. Holden (2) N. C. Norman E. F. Watson 

H. E. Curtis E. W. Holman H. G. Och J. M. West 

A. C, Dickieson I. G. Wilson 
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J. B. Maggio operating apparatus for measur- 
ing and photographically recording electrical 
echoes, due to impedance irregularities within 
a reel of cable, as small as one thirty-six- 
millionth of the energy of the applied pulse. 
The apparatus is capable of locating the 
distance from the irregularity to the sending 
end of the cable by measuring the time interval 
between the transmitted pulse and the returned 
echo to one twenty-millionth of a second. The 
pulse that is transmitted into the cable is 
nearly one ampere and it lasts for two ten- 
millionths of a second 


On Apriz 10 and 11, N. Insley visited the Nela 
Park Engineering Department of the General 
Electric Company at Cleveland. He discussed 
photometry and lamp-testing methods. 

F, J. Given and P. S. Darwne tu visited the 
Newark Plant of the Wilbur B. Driver Company 
to investigate resistance wires. 

A. J. CuristopHer and T. B. Jones spent a 
day at Kearny discussing various problems per- 
taining to the manufacture of mica condensers. 

H. O. Siecmunp presented a lecture-demon- 
stration on The Photographic Analysis of High- 
Speed Motion at a meeting of The Radio Club 
of America that was held in New York City. 
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H. L. Coyne was in Jersey City in connection 
with the crossbar installation. 

J. F. Batpwin made a series of corrosion 
studies at Trenton. 

DurinG APRIL SEVERAL engineers from the 
Western Electric Company at Hawthorne visited 
the Laboratories. A. C. Link, H. E. DeCamp, 
M. H. Cook and H. A. Lami discussed relay 
problems; F. E. Henderson and H. P. Heath, 
coil winding and welding problems; and A. K, 
Leupold, relay problems and mounting plate 
questions. 

J. B. Maccio, at the Point Breeze plant of the 
Western Electric Company, made transmission 
studies on sample lengths of coaxial cable of 
recent manufacture. 

G. E. Hap.ey was in Boston and Portland 
where he made studies of the use of U-type 
distribution wire. 

R. M. C. Greenipce and J. B. Hays visited 
Trenton and vicinity to test a new exploring coil 
for identifying coaxial pairs. 

L. W. Ketsay visited Point Breeze where he 
attended the Quality Survey Conference on DB 
cable terminals. 

W. W. Hacsrook, at Point Breeze, discussed 
the design of a new buried-wire terminal. 

T. A. Durkin, at Harrisburg, investigated 
gas-pressure testing of cables. Mr. Durkin, with 
D. T. Sharpe, also visited Philadelphia on matters 
pertaining to the New York-Philadelphia experi- 
mental coaxial cable. 

V. B. Pike and W. H. S. Youry assisted in 
temporary splice-covering trials at Albany and 
Philadelphia. 

W. J. Latty visited the New England Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company at Boston and 
the Southern New England Telephone Company 
at New Haven in connection with trials of insu 
lated wire. 

C. Suarer, Jr., was in Philadelphia recently 
to discuss plans for field trials of wires. 

Mr. Suarer, Jr., and E. J. Bonnesen, with 
representatives ‘of the New Jersey Bell Telephone 
Company, inspected drop-wire installations at 
Atlantic City. 

J. W. Kennarp is now located at Point Breeze, 
where he is associated with O. S. Markuson on 
development of lead-covered toll cable. 

C. H. Amapon was in Detroit recently to ob- 
serve the field and laboratory practices that are 
being developed by the Detroit Edison Company 
in adapting X-Ray examination to the i inspection 
of poles in service. 

INSULATOR STUDIES were made by L. T. Wil- 
son, F. V. Haskell and J. A. Carr at Phoenixville. 

At Wasuincton, D. C., and Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia, J. W. Corwin discussed the crossbar pro- 
gram in that area with engineers of the Western 


Electric Company and of the Chesapeake and 
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Potomac Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

FLUORESCENT LIGHTING installations in Phila- 
delphia central offices were inspected by L. A. 
Yost, E. K. Eberhart and W. W. Rindlaub with 
engineers of the A. T. & T. 

A. S. May, at Columbus, Ohio, supervised the 
installation of a trial of voice-frequency dialing 
equipment. 

K. E. Bower has returned from Schenectady, 
New York, where he had been supervising the 
installation of a teletypewriter switching system 
for the General Electric Company. 

J. H. Crate visited the Bergen-Delaware cross- 
bar office in Jersey City in connection with the 
installation of new jack-box supports on the main 
distributing frame. 

At O_p GreENwicH and Fairfield, Connecti- 
cut, R. W. Bogumil, V. F. Bohman and J. J. 
Burke inspected trial installations of silver inlay 
step-by-step banks. 

Ar various TIMES during April K. M. Fetzer, 
G. A. Hurst, N. Knapp, B. McWhan, P. B. 
Murphy and R. E. Ottman were in Philadelphia 
on matters pertaining to the trial installation of 
a-c key-pulsing equipment. 

AFTER SPENDING SEVERAL days in New York 
conferences, R. P. Jutson has returned to Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, in connection with the 
Minneapolis-Stevens Point coaxial cable job. 

Recent y, C. S. Knowlton, H. M. Spicer and 
D. E. Trucksess visited the coaxial cable offices 
at Princeton and Philadelphia. 

J. L. Atuison observed the operation of 106A 
power plants at Newfoundland, West Milford 
and Mt. Freedom, New Jersey. 

F. T. Forster studied batteries at Newton- 
ville, Massachusetts, and Hartford, Connecticut. 

J. H. Sote discussed machine design at Fort 
Wayne and Cleveland. 

V. T. CaLianan visited an engine factory at 
Canton, Ohio, and inspected various engine 
installations in Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas and New Mexico. 

G. E. Baitey visited Philadelphia with repre- 
sentatives of the Western Electric Company 
from Kearny to discuss installation problems of 
the No. 4 crossbar toll project. 

F. R. LamsBerty at Galion, Ohio, discussed 
community dial offices with engineers of the 
North Electric Company. 

O. R. Mitter, at Norfolk and Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, observed the pulsing performance of inter- 
toll dialing circuits being installed there. 

E. W. Hancock spent most of the month of 
April in Cincinnati on matters pertaining to the 
installation of the first crossbar equipment in 
that area. He also visited Chicago where similar 
equipment is to be installed. 

P. G. Epwarps and H. W. Ny unp visited 
Plainfield and Newark to test the installation of a 
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new 48-volt repeater on local circuits of the New 
Jersey Bell Telephone Company. 

Vacuum-TuBE field trials took A. A. Heberlein 
and H. A. Pidgeon to several repeater stations 
between Washington and Atlanta. 

Durinc THE MONTH of May the following 
members of the Laboratories completed twenty 
years of service: 


Research Department 
Emil Dickten G. R. Stilwell 


Apparatus Development Department 
R. C. Eggleston Frank Lohmeyer 
J. M. Hayward E. G. D. Paterson 


Systems Development Department 
T. E. Battaglia S. J. Brymer 
A. H. Richardson 


General Service Department 
W. K. Burke 


Plant Department 
G. H. Bogart Rudolph Slovenz 


C. E. C.utrs together with G. J. Goetz of the 
Long Lines Department visited Detroit and 
Toledo to make tests of type-K carrier systems. 

H. B. Noyes was in Pontiac, Michigan, for an 
investigation of possible methods to correct 
capacitance unbalance on proposed program 
circuits. 

IN COLLABORATION with the New England 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, L. B. 
Hochgraf, W. P. Frawley, Q. E. Greenwood, 
and W. M. Bishop obtained data for engineering 
purposes on the new submarine cable from Point 
Judith to Block Island. 

H. B. Noyes and H. W. Evans have returned 
from Batavia, Ohio, where they made extensive 
crosstalk measurements at carrier frequencies on 
sections of the Cincinnati-Macon cable. 

J. MaAttett and Miss E. M. REntrRop were in 
Philadelphia in connection with noise and cross- 
talk on cable pairs at television frequencies. 

AN INSTALLATION of new six-inch open-wire 
pairs for broadband tests on an experimental line 
at Phoenixville were inspected by A. G. Chap- 
man, R. P. Booth and R. N. Hunter. 

A. M. Tuornton, of Standard Telephones and 
Cables, Ltd., London, sailed for London on 
April 30, after spending some time at the Lab- 
oratories on various matters concerned with 
type-J and type-K carrier systems. Before 
coming to New York, Mr. Thornton was asso- 
ciated with J. T. O’Leary in the installation of 
the type-J carrier system between Sydney and 
Melbourne, Australia. 

T. M. Oparenko and J. M. Ec in spent some 
time at the Western Electric Plant in Point 
Breeze, Maryland, making oscillographic meas- 
urements of the impedance of coaxial cable units. 
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T. Sxitiman, of N. V. Philips Company, 
Eindhoven, Holland, was a recent visitor to the 
Laboratories. 

Recent ty, L. R. Montfort, S. T. Meyers and 
E. S. Wilcox returned to New York from Terre 
Haute, where they were testing arrangements for 
the junction-line filter. 

L. Y. Lacy recently spent a day in the Rad- 
cliff central office in Philadelphia measuring 
contact noise in connection with the trial of a-c 
key-pulsing receivers. 

Durinc Aprit, A. J. Aikens tested the 
effectiveness of remedial measures to reduce 
noise due to repeater office sources at repeater 
stations along the west end of the Fourth Trans- 
continental Line. 

B. Dysart spent the month of April at Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, in connection with the instal- 
lation of the Stevens Point-Minneapolis coaxial 
system. At times during the month, G. B. Engel- 
hardt, J. Mallett and L. H. Morris were also 
making special tests on this installation. 

M. W. Ba.pwin attended meetings of the 
Convention of the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers at Atlantic City at which various 
television matters were discussed. 

R. L. Kaytor and J. Matterr recently spent 
several days testing radio-frequency noise on 


local plant loops in Philadelphia. 


TRANSMISSION TESTS on the coaxial system at 
Philadelphia were made by K. E. Gould, F, A. 
Janiszewski and J. F. Wentz. 

FuRTHER TESTS on the experimental coaxial 
system between New York and Philadelphia 
took H. H. Benning, K. C. Black, C. F. Boeck 
M. M. Bower, M. E. Campbell, M. M. Jones, 
L. H. Morris, B. H. Nordstrom, J. D. Sarros, 
W. H. Tidd and N. C. Youngstrom to Princeton 
or Philadelphia at various times during the 
month of April. 

S. T. Meyers has returned from Terre Haute 
where he had been in connection with the trial 
installation of junction filters on open-wire lines, 

J. B. Hays has returned to the Laboratories 
after completing a year’s training course with 
the New England Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. 

A. O. JeHLE of the General Accounting De- 
partment completed thirty years of service in the 
Bell System on the thirty-first of May. 

R. A. DeLLER spent April 25 and 26 at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology as one 
of a group of Bell System people discussing 
with various faculty members and_ students 
matters having to do with college relations. 

E. W. Apams and E. V. Gricecs attended the 
Sesquicentennial Patent Dinner at the Patent 
Office on April 10. 


Weather Forecast Service for New York City and vicinity was introduced on April 
8, 1939. . . . This service, with the designation W Eather 6-1212, is available to tele- 
phones in New York City, Nassau, Westchester and Rockland counties, Greenwich, 
Conn., and those in several offices in Putnam and Orange counties. The charge is one 
message unit from message-rate telephones and five cents from flat-rate and coin tele- 
phones. This service immediately proved popular with the public. Calls averaged 
approximately 16,600 a day in the period from the introduction of the service to the 
end of the year.... 


The number of smaller craft equipped for connection with Bell System telephones 
through marine-radio stations on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts doubled during 1939. 
There were approximately 1,600 vessels so equipped at the end of the year. The number 
of these vessels equipped to operate through the New York Station rose from 160 at 
the beginning of 1939 to about 500 at the end of the year. Among the vessels now equipped 
for this service are several coast-wise passenger steamers. 


—From the Annual Report of the New York Telephone Company for 1939. 


Spots on the Sun 


By A. L. DURKEE 
Radio Transmission Engineering 


POTS on the disk of the sun were 
observed by Galileo early in the 
seventeenth century, and since 

that time they have been watched 
with considerable regularity. Careful 
records of their number, size, group- 
ing, and location have been kept, and 
form the basis for estimates of activity 
in the sun. It has been found that the 
average number of spots varies peri- 
odically, rising and falling like the 
waves of the sea, although very much 
more slowly. This sunspot-activity 
cycle averages about eleven years in 
length, but it is not uniform. Inter- 
vals between peaks as short as seven 
years and as long as seventeen years 
have been observed. 

Records also have been kept of 
certain terrestrial phenomena that ap- 
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pear to be affected by variations in 
solar radiations or emanations. It has 
been found, for example, that the in- 
tensity of the earth’s magnetic field 
sometimes fluctuates violently, and 
that the magnitude and frequency of 
occurrence of such disturbances cor- 
respond approximately with the cycle 
of sunspot activity. With the de- 
velopment of electrical communica- 
tion over wire circuits during the last 
century, it was discovered that these 
systems, particularly those using 
ground return, also are subject to 
periodic disturbances, chiefly caused 
by variations in the ground potential 
from place to place, and that the 
frequency and severity of these dis- 
turbances likewise tend to follow the 
sunspot cycle. With the advent of 
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short-wave radio transmission, serious 
disturbances of this medium were 
found to occur from time to time. 
Radio transmission is affected by va- 
riations in the ionization of the upper 
portion of the earth’s atmosphere, 
and this ionization is subject to dis- 
turbance by solar emanations associ- 
ated with sunspots. Because of its 


© 


Fig. 1—Method of measuring ground- 
potential difference in the early studies 


interest in all forms of electrical com- 
munication, the Bell System was 
naturally interested in these phe- 
nomena, and some years ago under- 
took an extensive investigation of 
earth currents to determine the man- 
ner in which they varied and to dis- 
cover any correlation that might exist 
between them, sunspot activity, and 
radio disturbances. Wherever there is 
ground current, there is a fall of 
potential along its path, and the re- 
sulting difference in electrical poten- 
tial between two points can be meas- 
ured. Three locations are selected 
approximately at the corners of a 
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right triangle as indicated in Figure 1, 
By measuring simultaneously the po- 
tential difference between A and B 
and between C and B, it is possible to 
calculate the direction of the greatest 
potential drop and its value. 

Studies of this sort were made over 
extended intervals at a number of 
places in the country. The variation 
was found to differ somewhat at dif- 
ferent places. At all points, however, 
there was a rise and fall in the average 
earth-current activity that followed 
the sunspot cycle. 

At the present time ground-poten- 
tial measurements are carried on by 
Bell Laboratories at Netcong, Deal 
and Holmdel, New Jersey. Netcong 
is a receiving station for short-wave 
transoceanic channels, and a con- 
tinuous record is kept with a graphic 
meter of the ground-potential differ- 
ence between it and Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania. These records are sent 
to the Laboratories periodically for 
analysis. 

Photographs of two sections of this 
record are shown in Figure 2. The re- 
cording circuit is arranged so that 
should the potential approach the full 
scale reading of the chart, a change 
would automatically be made to in- 
crease the range of the meter tenfold. 
While the full scale of the upper chart 
of Figure 2 is ten volts, a potential 
difference of this amount would cause 
the chart scale to be changed to 100 
volts. It would remain at this setting 
for thirty minutes, when it would 
automatically return to the lower 
scale if the potential then was less 
than ten volts. The lower chart of 
Figure 2 shows a similar section of 
chart beginning on the morning of 
March 24, 1940. At about 8:42, the 
potential difference rose to ten volts 
negative and at once switched the 
scale to 100 volts, which is the value 
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Fig. 2—Sections of record of ground-potentia) difference between Netcong and Strouds- 
burg: above, on a normal day; below, on March 24 (at 8:42 A.M. the scale of the graphic 
meter was automatically changed from 10 to 100 volts) 
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from then on. This marked the be- 
ginning of a greatly disturbed period 
which affected nearly all forms of elec- 
trical communication. 

To study the correlation of such 
disturbances with the sunspot ac- 


holes, one hole in each row for each 
day of the twenty-seven-day solar 
period. Pins with heads colored to 
represent the conditon of short-wave 
radio transmission are inserted in 
these holes. Since there are two rows 

of holes, there is a rec- 


ord of radio conditions 

9 SEP 24 | 200CT for fifty-four days. 

| Each day as the rota- 

4 MAR a pin in line with a 
MAR 5 31 MA 

4, MAY 25 | a 20 JUN th . h 

JUN 21 e rear pin at that 

Ju. 10 | Position, representing 
SEP 10 conditions fifty-four 
ocT 7 2 NOV : 
2 26 DEC in j 
DEC 27 end the front pin is 
JAN 23 oS 18 FEB moved back into its 
FEB 19 17 MAR : 
Place. A new pin is 
APR la iomay then put in the front 

su 3 row to represent the 

an conditions of the pres- 
AUG 27 ent day. In this way a 
SEP 23 19 OCT fif 
oct 20 NOV ty-four-day record is 
NOV 4 12 DEC 

JAN 9 4 F—8 spots and radio condi- 

3 tions. As a result their 

27 DAYS 


Fig. 3—Chart of radio conditions, TD figures, from August, 


1937, to date 


tivity, the Laboratories takes a photo- 
graph of the sun’s disk at noon of 
every day the sun is visible. The sun- 
spots revealed in these photographs 
are marked on the globe shown in the 
picture at the head of this article. 
This is a hollow glass sphere rotated 
by clock work at the average rate of 
rotation of the sun, which is about one 
revolution in twenty-seven days. The 
globe is lighted from the inside, and 
the spots are marked in ink at the 
approximate positions. Around the 
rim of the base on which the globe is 
mounted are two concentric rows of 
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visual comparison is 
made simple. 

Data concerning 
short-wave radio con- 
ditions are secured from field-intensity 
measurements made daily at Netcong 
on the various transoceanic channels. 
These readings are combined to se- 
cure an average measure of the trans- 
mission disturbance, which is known 
as the TD figure. The variously 
colored pins correspond to certain 
ranges of TD figures. For a more de- 
tailed analysis extending over a longer 
period, a record is kept in chart form. 
A three-year section of this chart is 
shown in Figure 3. This chart is 27 
squares wide and thus each _ hori- 
zontal row corresponds to one of 
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the circles of pins around the base of 
the globe. On the actual chart four 
types of designations are used: white 
squares, light gray squares, dark gray 
squares and black squares. These 
represent no disturbance, slight, mod- 
erate, and severe disturbances, re- 
spectively. In addition, the black 
squares may carry numerals from I to 

to indicate still greater disturb- 
ances. It will be noticed that the 
badly disturbed days of March 24 and 
25 lie on a part of the twenty-seven- 
day solar cycle that has been more or 
less disturbed for nearly a year. 
August 22 and 23, which fall on the 
same part of the twenty-seven-day 
cycle, were seriously disturbed, as 
were December 7, 8, 9, and 10, and 
February 1, 2, and 3. The immedi- 
ately preceding period, February 27, 
28, and 29, was particularly quiet, 
however, as were April 20, 21, and 22, 
not shown on the chart. 

Although the severity and fre- 
quency of occurrence of these periods 
of radio disturbance, excessive ground- 
potential differences, and variations 


in the earth’s magnetic field tend to 
follow the eleven-year sunspot cycle, 
the peak of sunspot activity appears 
to occur about two years before the 
corresponding peak of radio and other 
terrestrial disturbances. One plausible 
explanation for this is that the active 
areas on the sun, which move to pro- 
gressively lower solar latitudes during 
the course of the eleven-year cycle, 
are most effectively directed toward 
the earth a few years after the sunspot 
activity has passed its peak of in- 
tensity. There seems also to be a 
rather poor correlation between the 
appearances of particular sunspot 
groups and individual terrestrial dis- 
turbances. It is possible that the 
sunspots are merely one manifes- 
tation of some deeper solar activity, 
and that the terrestrial disturbance 
is another effect of this activity. 
There is some promise that useful 
predictions of these disturbances will 
eventually be possible and in search- 
ing for the key to them it is important 
to keep careful record of all the asso- 
ciated phenomena that are involved. 


CLEANING CoNTACTS 


In maintaining relays it is some- 
times necessary to remove small amounts 
of precious metal which build up slowly 
from one contact to another during the 
break periods. The tool shown was de- 
veloped to restore the contacts of either 
single or bifurcated springs to their 
original condition by filing off the metal 
to a definite thickness. It has a channel- 
shaped handle of transparent plastic 
in which are mounted two metal blades. 
Each blade is equipped with a replace- 
able file and is insulated from the opera- 
tor’s hand. The handle holds two des- 
ignation strips which indicate the 
contacts for which each blade is intended. 
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The **Vu’’ 


and the New Volume Indicator 


By S. BRAND 
Toll Transmission Development 


N THE operation of many com- 
munication circuits, particularly 
those associated with public ad- 
dress and radio broadcasting, it is fre- 
quently necessary to know the 
strength of the transmitted speech or 
music waves. Sometimes this is to be 
able to judge the comparative loud- 
ness of the speech and music as they 
will be eventually heard in loud 
speakers. More frequently it is to aid 
in controlling the strength of these 
waves to values satisfactory for trans- 
mission over the particular system 
involved: that is, so that on the one 
hand they are neither so strong as to 
be noticeably distorted in passage 
through amplifiers and loading coils 
nor, on the other hand, so weak as to 
fall too close to the level of noise. 
Speech and music waves, however, 
are of such erratic and variable 
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nature that their strength cannot be 
measured and expressed in any simple 
manner in terms of the ordinary 
units, such as volts, amperes, or watts. 
In the early days of the first public- 
address circuits, with their vacuum 
tube amplifiers subject to overload 
distortion, the modern idea of “vol- 
ume”’ was developed to permit the sim- 
ple expression of the strength of these 
exceedingly complex waves, examples 
of which are shown in Figure 1. The 
device used for measuring volumes is 
known as a “‘volume indicator,” and 
its readings have customarily been 
expressed in terms of decibels above 
or below a particular reading chosen 
as the zero or reference volume. 
The largest field of use of volume 
indicators in the Bell System is on the 
program transmission networks. Since 
the operation of these networks in- 
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volves volume measurements in the 
plants both of the Bell System and of 
the broadcasting companies, it is par- 
ticularly important that these organi- 
zations agree on the exact standards 
and technique involved in such meas- 
urements. The National Broadcasting 
Company, the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System, and Bell Telephone Lab- 
oratories, therefore, instituted a co- 
operative project to determine in 
detail what these standards should be. 
As a part of this work they set out to 
develop a new volume indicator to 
- meet their joint requirements, taking 
advantage of the latest advances in 
the art. An extensive investigation fol- 
lowed, in the course of which other 
large users of volume indicators were 
also consulted. As a result of these 
investigations, a new volume indi- 
cator and a new term for expressing 
volume were standardized in May, 
1939. They were adopted by the Bell 
System and the participating broad- 
casting companies at that time, and it 
is hoped that they will soon come into 
general use. 

The volume indicator consists of a 
milliammeter operated through a 
copper-oxide rectifier, and mounted 


on a panel that includes an attenuator 
and the connecting circuit. A com- 
plete volume indicator thus includes 
an attenuator and a meter, and the 
volume is normally read from the at- 
tenuator—the meter serving primarily 
as an indicator. In the new meter, the 
zero point of the scale is set at about 
two-thirds full-scale deflection, to give 
a maximum useful scale while pre- 
serving sufficient margin for over- 
swings of the pointer. With speech or 
music on the circuit, the pointer of the 
meter will be constantly moving, and 
in program practice the attenuator is 
set so that the maximum swings of the 
pointer will reach approximately zero, 
neglecting perhaps one or two over- 
swings per minute. An effort has been 
made to design the meter so that the 
motion of the pointer is not too rapid, 
so as to avoid eyestrain, and yet 
rapid enough to indicate changes in 
volumes reliably. 

In normal operation, the attenuator 
of each volume indicator on a circuit 
is adjusted so that the meter deflects 
to the o point on its scale when the 
volume is the maximum permissible 
at that point in the circuit. The 
meters of all the volume indicators 


Fig. 1—Typical speech and music, showing the extremely complex wave form 
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should therefore show the same de- 
flections, if there is no trouble, even 
though the volumes are not the same 
at each point. 

With the new standard, volume is 
measured in “vu” (pronounced as 
single letters), a logarithmic unit that 
measures volume above or below a 


Fig. 2—The meter used with the volume 

indicator may have either of two scales: one 

with the vu markings more prominent, and 

one with the per cent markings more 
prominent 


specified level. This reference level, or 
O vu, signifies no precise electrical 
quantity, but represents the volume 
at the point of measurement when the 
new volume indicator gives a reading 
of zero. It is specified, however, that 
the volume indicator be calibrated to 
read 0 vu on I milliwatt of 1000-cycle 
power in a 600-ohm resistance. With 
1000-cycle power, therefore, o vu 
represents I milliwatt, but with speech 
and music, there is no direct corre- 
lation between vu and milliwatts. An 
important part of the development 
was the determination of the best 
dynamic characteristics for the new 
instrument. As a result, it is specified 
that with a sudden application of a 
1000-cycle wave that will give a final 
deflection of o vu, the needle will 
reach 99 per cent of o vu deflection in 
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0.3 second, and that it will overshoot 
o vu by not less than 1 per cent nor 
more than 1.5 per cent. 

The volume-indicator meters are 
provided with a second scale in addi- 
tion to the “‘vu” scale. This scale is 
proportional to voltage, and is marked 
from 0 to 100 from the position of rest 
of the pointer to the o vu point on the 
first scale, with no markings beyond 
100. This scale is preferred by the 
broadcasting companies for most pur- 
poses. One hundred per cent may 
correspond to full per cent modula- 
tion of the distant radio transmitters, 
or to the maximum volume which is 
allowed to be sent into the connecting 
Bell System program circuits. 

To permit ready correlation be- 
tween volume indicators, whether in 
the plants of the broadcasting com- 
panies or of the Bell System, all in- 
struments are provided with both 
scales. However, two arrangements of 
the scales are available, as shown in 
Figure 2, depending upon which scale 
is to be most frequently used. In 
one, known as the A scale, the vu 
markings are given greater promi- 
nence by being made larger and placed 
above the scale arc. In the other, 
known as the B scale, the positions 
are reversed and the percentage scale 
is made the more prominent. The 
meter with the A scale is available 
both with and without an illuminated 
dial, and so the meter may be ob- 
tained in three forms. The Western 
Electric KS-8208 and KS-8207 meters 
have the A scale with and without 
illumination respectively, while KS- 
8218 meter specifies the illuminated B 
scale. 

The attenuator has eleven steps, 
each of 2 db. The lowest point is 
marked +4 vu and the highest +26 vu. 
As already pointed out, the specifica- 
tions require that the volume indi- 
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cator read o vu at I milliwatt of 1000- 
cycle power in 600 ohms. The meter is 
not sensitive enough, however, to de- 
flect to the o point on the vu scale on 
1 milliwatt. It will deflect only to the 
—4 vu position. For this reason the 

sition of the attenuator for no loss is 
marked +4 vu. With the dial at this 
position and 1 milliwatt of 1000-cycle 
power applied, the reading of the 
volume indicator is thus the +4 vu 
of the attenuator and the —4 vu of 
the meter, giving a net of 0 vu. 

The volume-indicator panel with 
which the meter is used comes in 
three forms, known as the 752, the 
753, and the 754 type volume indi- 
cator. With the 752 and 753 types, a 
101%4-inch brass panel is used, but the 
latter number includes a non-mag- 
netic housing for portable use. The 
754 type consists of the 10%4-inch 
panel fastened to a 19-inch brass 
panel for relay rack mounting. Each 
of these types is available with three 
circuit arrangements, designated by 
letters A, B, or C following the code 
number. Code A, the 
simplest arrangement, 
is shown in the upper R2 


tain the proper dynamic character- 
istics. The potentiometer P1 provides 
calibrating adjustment for slight vari- 
ations of the meters. 

The code B indicator is arranged 
with a key to permit a circuit like 
code A or one as shown in the middle 
diagram of Figure 3 to be used at the 
option of the operator. The repeating 
coil in the latter diagram increases the 
sensitivity of the indicator by 10 db, 
and when it is used, 10 vu must be 
subtracted from the indication of the 
attenuator. This circuit has an input 
impedance of 600 ohms, and therefore 
should not be bridged across a line. 

The code C attenuator provides a 
key that selects a circuit like code A 
or like the lower one in Figure 3. This 
latter circuit includes a 20-db pad to 
allow measurements of higher volume. 
When it is used, therefore, it is neces- 
sary to add 20 vu to the indications of 
the attenuator. For o vu indications 
on the meter, the total range of the 
code A volume indicator is thus from 
+4 vu to +26, for the code B using 


1] STEPS OF 2 DECIBELS EACH 
DESIGNATED: +4 TO +26 


diagram of Figure 3. 
The meter itself has an 
impedance of about 
3900 ohms, and the re- 
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sistances R2 and PI 
provide an additional 


impedance of about 
3600 ohms, making the 
input impedance to the 


indicator about 7500 


ohms. This is high 
enough to permit the R2 
indicator to be bridged 
across a line for moni- 
toring. The resistance 


of about 3600 ohms a 
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must be used in series 
with the meter to ob- 
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Fig. 3—The three circuits available for the vu indicator 
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600-ohm termination from to 
+16, and for the code C using the 
20-db pad, from +24 to +46 vu. 

The appearance of the volume indi- 
cator is evident in Figure 4, which 
shows a type 754B volume indicator. 
The 752B is just like this but with the 
wide mounting panel removed. To 
secure the high sensitivity desired, 
magnets of special steel had to be 
used, and magnetic material ad- 
jacent to the magnets will affect their 
fields. It is for this reason that the 
panels themselves are made of non- 
magnetic material. 

Although this new volume indi- 
cator is designed primarily for meas- 
uring volumes, and will be used 
chiefly for this purpose, it may also be 
used for measuring transmission losses 
and gains with single-frequency power. 
The standard sending power for most 
transmission measurements in the 
Bell System is one milliwatt. Since 
the volume indicator is calibrated 
with one milliwatt, it may be used as a 
receiving device for such measure- 


ments, and losses and gains may be 
read directly in decibels from its vy 
scale. Moreover, the characteristics of 
the instrument are very flat with fre- 
quency. Between 35 and 10,000 cycles 
the variation is not more than 0.2 db, 
and not more than 0.§ db from 25 to 
16,000 cycles. Measurements may be 
made at other frequencies than 1000 
cycles, therefore, without serious error, 
It is apparent that the principal 
feature of the new volume indicator is 
a copper-oxide-rectifier type of meter 
with the sensitivity and other char- 
acteristics desired for this type of in- 
strument. The attainment of these 
qualities in a simple device has be- 
come possible through advances made 
in the design of such instruments. The 
new volume indicator requires no 
vacuum tubes, and consequently no 
power supply. It is rugged, compara- 
tively inexpensive, and readily port- 
able. These features, together with its 
acceptance as standard by other users, 
constitute the chief advantages af- 
forded by the new instrument. 


Fig. 4—The 754B volume indicator 


4 
| 
| 


The 1A Key Telephone System 


By L. H. ALLEN 
Private Branch Exchange Development 


P TO the present time, a busi- 

ness or residence subscriber 

requiring access to more than 
one telephone line has been equipped 
according to one of the standard wir- 
ing plans. Many of such plans are 
available; each has a number and in- 
cludes a different set of features, such 
as means for picking up any one of a 
number of central-office, PBX, private, 
or intercommunicating lines, holding 
one line while using another, cutting 
off extension stations or ringers, or 
signaling on intercommunicating cir- 
cuits. Each such numbered plan 
covered the arrangement for a par- 
ticular number of lines, and specified 
the particular desk-mounted key and 
the other station equipment required. 
Very often, however, no numbered 
plan was available to meet the par- 
ticular requirements of the sub- 
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scriber, and as a result the Tele- 
phone Companies were forced to 
furnish many special installations, 
which were usually modifications of 
existing plans. 

With the development of the com- 
bined telephone set, with all the 
usual station apparatus in one hous- 
ing, it was decided to incorporate the 
keys for picking up and holding a 
number of lines in the base of a 
similar set. At the same time a flexible 
arrangement has been developed that 
provides the equivalent of the wiring 
plans on a feature basis. Instead of 
having numbered plans for various 
combinations of features, each feature 
may be selected as a unit, and the 
combination may be formed as de- 
sired. In this way almost any combi- 
nation can be provided without any 
special engineering by the local tele- 
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phone company. This combination of 
unit wiring plans on a unit basis con- 
trolled by keys in the base of the 
handset is called the 1A key system. 

Besides these basic modifications, 
the 1A key system incorporates a 
number of improvements that give it 
many advantages over the former 
wiring plans. From the subscriber’s 
point of view there is the improved 
appearance and convenience of having 
all the keys in the base of the tele- 
phone set immediately in front of the 
user, and in the reduction of the wir- 
ing formerly required between the 
separately mounted key and the 
telephone. Besides this, several new 
features are provided. These include: 
allowing a ringer to be common to 
several lines, the exclusion of exten- 
sion stations, and automatic signaling 
on intercommunicating lines. 


TO 
EXCLUDED | 


STATIONS ! 


Fig. 1—One of the switchhook plungers may be arranged to 
operate a key when pulled up, and thus disconnect an 
extension station 
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The exclusion feature is provided 
by a key associated with one of the 
switchhook plungers, as indicated in 
Figure 1. The internal wiring of the 
sets is such that this exclusion key will 
always be associated with the first 
line. When it is desired to exclude 
other stations from this line, the ex- 
clusion key button is pulled up, which 
opens the line to all excluded stations. 


When the handset is replaced on the. 


mounting the exclusion key is auto- 
matically restored to normal, recon- 
necting the excluded stations to the 
line. When the exclusion key plunger 
is not pulled up, it acts the same as the 
other switchhook plungers, and can 
therefore be used for flashing. When it 
is desired to flash the operator while 
the exclusion key is pulled up, the 
other switchhook plunger may be 
operated. In installations involving 
more than two sta- 
tions, it is possible to 
wire the exclusion keys 
in series so that the 
station electrically 
nearest the central of- 
fice or PBX will ex- 
clude all other stations. 
The station next near- 
est will exclude all 
stations except the 
first, but with this 
manually operated ex- 
clusion arrangement, it 
is not possible to pro- 
vide mutual exclusion 
between two or more 
stations. 
Exclusion arrange- 
‘ments provided here- 
tofore have either been 
fully automatic or have 
been manually oper- 
ated and restored. 
Automatic exclusion 
has the disadvantage 
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EXCLUSION-KEY 
BUTTON PULLED 
UP TO EXCLUDE 
OTHER STATIONS 


TO CENTRAL OFFICE, 
PBX, INTERCOMMU- 
NICATING OR PRIVATE 
LINES 
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Fig. 2—Apparatus box used with the 1A key system 


that, in general, one station cannot 
be connected at any time during the 
period that another station is on the 
line. Manually operated exclusion ar- 
rangements used heretofore have the 
disadvantage that the exclusion key 
at the principal station may inad- 
vertently be left in the operated 
position after the completion of con- 
versation. The exclusion feature 
that is provided with the 1A key tele- 
phone system has neither of these 
disadvantages. 

Four types of telephone sets are 
used for the 1A key system. One is 
like the standard combined set but 
with the addition of the exclusion key. 
This set is used when there is only one 
line. Another, of the same size as the 
standard set, is equipped with a com- 
bined turn and push key, and is used 
for installations having a maximum 
of two lines. The third set is slightly 
larger than the standard subscriber 
set and is provided with four keys, 
which may be of several types. This 
set is used for a maximum of four 
lines. The fourth set, of the same size 
as the four-key set, shown in the 
photograph at the head of this article, 
has six keys and is for use with a maxi- 
mum of six lines. Any of these latter 


June 1940 


three sets may or may 
not be equipped with 
the exclusion key as 
desired. 

Besides the keys 
mounted in the base 
of the handset, a cer- 
tain amount of addi- 
tional equipment may 
also be required, and 
for each feature this is 
arranged in coded units 
that may be mounted 
in a small apparatus 
box as shown in Figure 
2. One of these indi- 
vidual units is shown in Figure 3. 
Mounting on 134-inch centers, or a 
multiple of 134 inches depending on 
the equipment required, these units 
include a _ small terminal panel 
equipped with combined solder and 
screw terminals. The solder terminals 
are for use by the shop to terminate 
leads from the equipment on the 
units, and the screw terminals are for 
use by the installer, so that no solder- 
ing is required for installation. The 
units are mounted injthe equipment 
box in such a way that the relays will 
be horizontal when the box is mounted 
on a vertical surface and will be 


Fig. 3—One of the equipment units avail- 
able for the 1A system 
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accessible for maintenance or adjust- 
ment. Lamp units are furnished when 
the features selected require them. 

The features provided by the 1A 
telephone system permit calls to be 
answered or originated on from one to 
six central-ofice, PBX, intercom- 
municating, or private lines; calls to 
be held on from one to five central- 
office or PBX lines; extension stations 
or ringers, or the ringer in the set, 
to be cut off, or the ringer in the set 
to be disconnected, and a distant ex- 
tension station or ringer connected; 
one or more extension stations to be 
disconnected from a line during con- 
versation; and signaling on intercom- 
municating circuits or private lines. 
The ringer in a key telephone set 
may be used for one line only, or 


as a common ringer for all the lines. 

When the sets are arranged for 
automatic signaling with intercom- 
municating lines, an automatic. 
signaling intercommunicating line 
circuit is required. This circuit is in- 
tended primarily for use where there 
is one principal and one subordinate 
station, and is designed for signaling 
in one direction only. The buzzer of 
the subordinate station will be oper- 
ated automatically when the handset 


at the principal station is lifted, and — 


will be disconnected when the sub- 
ordinate station answers. The buzzer 
cannot then be re-operated until both 
stations have hung up. A separate 
circuit will be required if the sub- 
ordinate station is to be permitted to 
signal the principal station. 


BooTH-VENTILATING Fans 


Telephone booths cannot always be 
located advantageously from a ventila- 
tion standpoint and for these situations 
centralized air-circulating systems or 
individual electric fans may be pro- 
vided. In the past, individual fans have 
been mounted on a bracket inside the 
booth at one corner of the ceiling. They 
have been equipped with metal blades 
and provided with wire guards. 

A quiet fan with rubber blades has 
recently been developed. The fan motor 
is mounted between rubber cushions in a 
cast bracket and attached to the ceiling 
of the booth as shown in the illustration. 
A door-switch, which heretofore con- 
trolled the ceiling light, also starts the 
fan when the door closes. An “on-off” 
switch permits the patron to control the 
fan when the door is closed. 

This ventilating fan gives a properly 
directed stream of air and circulates the 
free air in the booth more effectively. 


a 
: 
a> 
— 
| 
| 


Contributors 


to this Issue 


Since Earte E. SCHUMACHER came to 
the Laboratories in 1918 he has been en- 
gaged primarily in research studies on 
metals and alloys. Mr. Schumacher is 
now Associate Research Metallurgist 
and in this capacity is in charge of a group 
conducting metallurgical researches. He 
has a B.S. degree from the University of 
Michigan and was Research Assistant in 
Physical Chemistry in that institution 
from 1916 to 1918. 

S. Branp received the 
B.S. degree from Trinity 
College in 1915. During 
the next two years, he at- 
tended Yale University 
Graduate School, leaving 
there in 1917 to join the 
U. S. Air Service, in which 
heserved till 1919. In 1920, 
he joined the Plant De- 
partment of the Southern 
New England Telephone 
Company and in 1923 was 
transferred to the De- 
velopment and Research 
Department of the Ameri- 
can Telephone and Tele- 


E. E. Schumacher 


graph Company, coming to the Labora- 
tories in the 1934 consolidation. He has 
been engaged mainly in transmission de- 
velopment work on circuits used for 
program transmission. 

F. A. Cotes joined the Laboratories in 
1928 shortly after receiving the degree of 
B.S. from the University of California. 
Since that time he has been in the Com- 
mercial Products Development Depart- 
ment where he has been 
engaged in the electrical 
design of amplifiers and 
special audio-frequency 
equipment. 

A. L. DurkKEE received 
the degree of S.B. in Engi- 
neering from Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1930 and joined 
the Department of De- 
velopment and Research 
of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company 
in July of that year. There, 
and as a member of the 
Transmission Develop- 
ment Department, his 
work has been largely on 


S. Brand 
June 1940 


F. A. Coles 


A. L. Durkee 
319 


| 
ut 
5 = 
q 
| 
| 
q 
| 
d 


L. H. Allen 


radio-transmission problems associated 
with the development of transoceanic 
radio-telephone circuits. The study of 
sunspots was undertaken in connection 
with an estimate of transmission disturb- 
ance conditions which radio circuits may 
experience in the next few years. 

L. H. Aten graduated from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
1920, and after a short time with the 
Public Service Electric Company of New 
Jersey, he joined the Systems Develop- 
ment Department of what is now the 
Laboratories. During the next six years 
he engaged in a variety of developments 
for manual and dial telephone systems. 
From 1927 to 1936 Mr. Allen was en- 
gaged in fundamental circuit studies of 
telephone systems, such as economic 
studies of relay windings and the investi- 
gation of signaling. During 1936 he made 
time studies of the crossbar dial system, 
thus providing data for determining engi- 
neering equipment quantities. Since then, 
in the PBX development group, he has 
continued his previous responsibilities on 
subscriber circuits and also has been con- 
cerned with the design of key equipments, 
key telephone systems, and PBX circuits. 

R. A. Leconte was graduated from the 
Electrotechnical Institute of Grenoble, 
France, and later attended the University 
of that city. Previous to the last war he 
was employed by Jacquet Fréres and 


320 


R. A. Leconte 


C. W. Halligan 


later by the Cie. Frangaise Thompson- 
Houston; at the outbreak of the war he 
obtained an engineering commission and 
after a period at the front was sent to this 
country as a member of the French mili- 
tary mission. In 1922 he joined the Lab- 
oratories and, with the toll group, worked 
initially on amplifiers for program broad- 
casting circuits, and on repeaters for 
four-wire toll circuits. He is now engaged 
in the development of carrier systems. 
C. W. Hattican received his B.S. de- 
gree in electrical engineering from Buck- 
nell University in 1923 and his M.S. 
degree in 1924. After serving as an instruc- 
tor in electrical and civil engineering at 
Bucknell for three years, he joined the De- 
partment of Development and Research 
of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company in 1926. He was associated 
with the toll switching group of that 
department until 1932, and some of the 
work done in that group served as a basis 
for a thesis for his E.E. degree which was 
granted in 1934. From 1932 to 1934 his 
work consisted mainly in studying inven- 
tions and patents presented for purchase 
to the A. T. & T. In 1934 when the 
D and R was consolidated with the 
Laboratories, he was transferred to the 
PBX and station facilities group, where 
he has been concerned with the develop- 
ment of subscriber’s station and key- 
equipment switching arrangements. 


June 1940 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


